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The coming of God's Son to earth is an event of such immensity that God willed
to prepare for it over centuries. He makes everything converge on Christ: all the
rituals and sacrifices, figures and symbols of the "First Covenant". He announces
him through the mouths of the prophets who succeeded one another in Israel.
Moreover, he awakens in the hearts of the pagans a dim expectation of this
coming. (CCC522)

When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present
this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for
the Savior's first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second
coming. By celebrating the precursor's birth and martyrdom, the Church unites
herself to his desire: "He must increase, but | must decrease." (CCC 524)

Beginning December 1 (25 days before Christmas), read the day's Scripture and its
insight each day before hanging the day's ornament on a tree, garland, or wreath.

1. In the Beginning (Symbol: Earth)

Genesis 1:1-3, 27, 31

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the
Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be
light”; and there was light.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.

John 1:1-5, 14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him,
and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the
life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we
have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.



CCC 326 The Scriptural expression "heaven and earth" means all that exists,
creation in its entirety. It also indicates the bond, deep within creation, that both
unites heaven and earth and distinguishes the one from the other: "the earth" is
the world of men, while "heaven" or "the heavens" can designate both the
firmament and God's own "place" - "our Father in heaven" and consequently the
"heaven" too which is eschatological glory. Finally, "heaven" refers to the saints
and the "place" of the spiritual creatures, the angels, who surround God.

2. The Fall (Symbol: Apple)

Genesis 3:3-6, 9-11

“But God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate;
and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate.

But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”
And he said, “I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and | was afraid, because |
was naked; and | hid myself” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?”

1 Corinthians 15:21-22
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

Romans 5:12, 14-15

Therefore as sin came into the world through one man and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all men sinned ... Yet death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression
of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. But the free gift is not like
the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the
grace of God and the free gift in the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded
for many.

CCC 410 After his fall, man was not abandoned by God. On the contrary, God calls
him and in a mysterious way heralds the coming victory over evil and his
restoration from his fall. This passage in Genesis is called the Protoevangelium
("first gospel"): the first announcement of the Messiah and Redeemer, of a battle
between the serpent and the Woman, and of the final victory of a descendant of
hers.



CCC 505 By his virginal conception, Jesus, the New Adam, ushers in the new birth
of children adopted in the Holy Spirit through faith. "How can this be?"
Participation in the divine life arises "not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor
of the will of man, but of God". The acceptance of this life is virginal because it is
entirely the Spirit's gift to man. The spousal character of the human vocation in
relation to God is fulfilled perfectly in Mary's virginal motherhood.

3. Noah and the Ark (Symbol: Ark & Rainbow)

Genesis 6:5-8; 7:15-18; 9:8, 15-16

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the
LORD was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his
heart. So the LORD said, “l will blot out man whom | have created from the face
of the ground, man and beast and creeping things and birds of the air, for | am
sorry that | have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.

[The creatures] went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in
which there was the breath of life. And they that entered, male and female of all
flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in. The flood
continued forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the
ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters prevailed and increased greatly
upon the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters.

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ...“l will remember my
covenant which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is
in the clouds, | will look upon it and remember the everlasting covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.”

Matthew 24:36-39, 42

[Jesus said,] “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. As were the days of Noah, so will be the
coming of the Son of man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered
the ark, and they did not know until the flood came and swept them all away, so
will be the coming of the Son of man. ... Watch therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming.”

| Peter 3:20b-21a

In the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, ... a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now
saves you...



CCC 1219 The Church has seen in Noah's ark a prefiguring of salvation by Baptism,
for by it "a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water"

CCC 845 To reunite all his children, scattered and led astray by sin, the Father
willed to call the whole of humanity together into his Son's Church. The Church is
the place where humanity must rediscover its unity and salvation. The Church is
"the world reconciled." She is that bark which "in the full sail of the Lord's cross,
by the breath of the Holy Spirit, navigates safely in this world." According to
another image dear to the Church Fathers, she is prefigured by Noah's ark, which
alone saves from the flood.

4. The Blessing to Abraham (Symbol: Camel)

Genesis 12:1-3; 17:5

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father's house to the land that | will show you. And | will make of you a great
nation, and | will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you | will curse; and
by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves.”

“No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for
| have made you the father of a multitude of nations.”

Hebrews 11:8, 12

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place which he
was to receive as an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was to
go.

Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants
as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.

Matthew 1:1
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.

CCC 60 The people descended from Abraham would be the trustee of the
promise made to the patriarchs, the chosen people, called to prepare for that day
when God would gather all his children into the unity of the Church. They would
be the root on to which the Gentiles would be grafted, once they came to believe.

CCC 146 Abraham thus fulfills the definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1: "Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen": "Abraham



believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." Because he was
"strong in his faith", Abraham became the "father of all who believe".

CCC 2570 When God calls him, Abraham goes forth "as the Lord had told him";
Abraham's heart is entirely submissive to the Word and so he obeys.

CCC 2571 Because Abraham believed in God and walked in his presence and in
covenant with him, the patriarch is ready to welcome a mysterious Guest into his
tent. Abraham's remarkable hospitality at Mamre foreshadows the annunciation
of the true Son of the promise. After that, once God had confided his plan,
Abraham's heart is attuned to his Lord's compassion for men and he dares to
intercede for them with bold confidence.

5. Sacrifice of the Son (Symbol: A Lamb with horns)

Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13

After these things God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And
he said, “Here am |.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering upon one of
the mountains of which | shall tell you.” ... When they came to the place of which
God had told him, Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and
bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. Then Abraham put
forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called
to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am |.” He
said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad or do anything to him; for now | know that
you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram,
caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered
it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.

Colossians 1:15
[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation;

John 3:16-17

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the
world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.

CCC 2572 As afinal stage in the purification of his faith, Abraham, "who had
received the promises," is asked to sacrifice the son God had given him.
Abraham's faith does not weaken ("God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt
offering."), for he "considered that God was able to raise men even from the



dead." And so the father of believers is conformed to the likeness of the Father
who will not spare his own Son but will deliver him up for us all. Prayer restores
man to God's likeness and enables him to share in the power of God's love that
saves the multitude.

6. Jacob's Ladder (Symbol: A Ladder)

Genesis 28:10-17

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he reached a certain
place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones
there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream in which
he saw a ladder resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the
LORD, and he said: "l am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God
of Isaac. | will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.
Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the
west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be
blessed through you and your offspring. | am with you and will watch over you
wherever you go, and | will bring you back to this land. | will not leave you until |
have done what | have promised you."

John 14:6 3:16-17
Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one
cometh unto the Father, but by me.

CCC 2573 God renews his promise to Jacob, the ancestor of the twelve tribes of
Israel. Before confronting his elder brother Esau, Jacob wrestles all night with a
mysterious figure who refuses to reveal his name, but he blesses him before
leaving him at dawn. From this account, the spiritual tradition of the Church has
retained the symbol of prayer as a battle of faith and as the triumph of
perseverance.

CCC 618 The cross is the unique sacrifice of Christ, the "one mediator between
God and men". But because in his incarnate divine person he has in some way
united himself to every man, "the possibility of being made partners, in a way
known to God, in the paschal mystery" is offered to all men. He calls his disciples
to "take up [their] cross and follow [him]", for "Christ also suffered for [us],
leaving [us] an example so that [we] should follow in his steps."” In fact Jesus
desires to associate with his redeeming sacrifice those who were to be its first
beneficiaries. This is achieved supremely in the case of his mother, who was
associated more intimately than any other person in the mystery of his
redemptive suffering.

Apart from the cross there is no other ladder by which we may get to heaven.



7. Joseph in Egypt (Symbol: Colorful Coat)

Genesis 37:3-5, 8a, 18-19, 23, 28

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he
was the son of his old age; and he made him a long robe with sleeves. But when
his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated
him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they only
hated him the more. ... His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us?
Or are you indeed to have dominion over us?”

[One day] They saw him afar off, and before he came near to them they
conspired against him to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this
dreamer.” ... So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe,
the long robe with sleeves that he wore ... Then Midianite traders passed by; and
[the brothers] drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the
Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver; and [the Ishmaelites] took Joseph to

Egypt.

Genesis 41:41; 42:6; 45:4-5

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, | have set you over all the land of
Egypt.” ... Now Joseph was governor over the land; he it was who sold to all the
people of the land. And Joseph's brothers came, and bowed themselves before
him with their faces to the ground ... So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near
to me, | pray you.” And they came near. And he said, “l am your brother, Joseph,
whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life.”

Matthew 2:13-15

Now when [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and
flee to Egypt, and remain there till | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the
child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night,
and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have | called my

”

son.

CCC 219 God's love for Israel is compared to a father's love for his son. His love
for his people is stronger than a mother's for her children. God loves his people
more than a bridegroom his beloved; his love will be victorious over even the
worst infidelities and will extend to his most precious gift: "God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son."



CCC 312 In time we can discover that God in his almighty providence can bring a
good from the consequences of an evil, even a moral evil, caused by his
creatures: "It was not you", said Joseph to his brothers, "who sent me here, but
God. . . You meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive." From the greatest moral evil ever
committed - the rejection and murder of God's only Son, caused by the sins of all
men - God, by his grace that "abounded all the more", brought the greatest of
goods: the glorification of Christ and our redemption. But for all that, evil never
becomes a good.

8. The Ten commandments (Symbol: Tablet with 10 Numbers)

Exodus 20:1-4a, 7a, 8, 12-17

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have
no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a graven image ... You
shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain ... Remember the sabbath
day, to keep it holy ... Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be
long in the land which the LORD your God gives you. You shall not kill. You shall
not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your
neighbor's wife, or his manservant, or his maidservant, or his ox, or his ass, or
anything that is your neighbor's.”

Matthew 5:3-10

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

CCC 2067 The Ten Commandments state what is required in the love of God and
love of neighbor. The first three concern love of God, and the other seven love of
neighbor.
As charity comprises the two commandments to which the Lord related the
whole Law and the prophets . .. so the Ten Commandments were themselves
given on two tablets. Three were written on one tablet and seven on the other.



CCC 72 God chose Abraham and made a covenant with him and his descendants.
By the covenant God formed his people and revealed his law to them through
Moses. Through the prophets, he prepared them to accept the salvation destined
for all humanity.

CCC 1968 The Law of the Gospel fulfills the commandments of the Law. The
Lord's Sermon on the Mount, far from abolishing or devaluing the moral
prescriptions of the Old Law, releases their hidden potential and has new
demands arise from them: it reveals their entire divine and human truth. It does
not add new external precepts, but proceeds to reform the heart, the root of
human acts, where man chooses between the pure and the impure, where faith,
hope, and charity are formed and with them the other virtues. The Gospel thus
brings the Law to its fullness through imitation of the perfection of the heavenly
Father, through forgiveness of enemies and prayer for persecutors, in emulation
of the divine generosity.

9. The Promised Land: Canaan (Symbol: Cluster of Grapes)

Genesis 17:7-8

“And | will establish my covenant between me and you and your
descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant,
to be God to you and to your descendants after you. And | will give to you, and to
your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan,
for an everlasting possession; and | will be their God.”

Numbers 13:1-2a, 17-18a, 20, 23,27

The LORD said to Moses, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which |
give to the people of Israel.” ... Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan,
and said to them, “Go up into the Negeb yonder, and go up into the hill country,
and see what the land is ... and whether the land is rich or poor, and whether
there is wood in it or not. Be of good courage, and bring some of the fruit of the
land.” Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.

And they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and cut down from there a branch
with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of them;
they brought also some pomegranates and figs ... And they told him, “We came to
the land to which you sent us; it flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.”

Revelation 21:1-3

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned



for her husband; and | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself will be with them.”

CCC 755 "The Church is a cultivated field, the tillage of God. On that land the
ancient olive tree grows whose holy roots were the prophets and in which the
reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles has been brought about and will be brought
about again. That land, like a choice vineyard, has been planted by the heavenly
cultivator. Yet the true vine is Christ who gives life and fruitfulness to the
branches, that is, to us, who through the Church remain in Christ, without whom
we can do nothing.

CCC 1334 In the Old Covenant bread and wine were offered in sacrifice among
the first fruits of the earth as a sign of grateful acknowledgment to the Creator.
But they also received a new significance in the context of the Exodus: the
unleavened bread that Israel eats every year at Passover commemorates the
haste of the departure that liberated them from Egypt; the remembrance of the
manna in the desert will always recall to Israel that it lives by the bread of the
Word of God; their daily bread is the fruit of the promised land, the pledge of
God's faithfulness to his promises. The "cup of blessing" at the end of the Jewish
Passover meal adds to the festive joy of wine an eschatological dimension: the
messianic expectation of the rebuilding of Jerusalem. When Jesus instituted the
Eucharist, he gave a new and definitive meaning to the blessing of the bread and
the cup.

10. Ruth and Boaz (Symbol: Sheaf of Wheat)

Ruth 1:16; 2:2, 8, 10-12; 4:13-14

But Ruth said [to Naomi] “Entreat me not to leave you or to return from
following you; for where you go | will go, and where you lodge | will lodge; your
people shall be my people, and your God my God.”

And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field, and glean
among the ears of grain after him in whose sight | shall find favor.” And she said to
her, “Go, my daughter.” ... Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do
not go to glean in another field or leave this one, but keep close to my maidens.”

Then she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said to him, “Why have
| found favor in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, when | am a
foreigner?” But Boaz answered her, “All that you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband has been fully told me, and how you left
your father and mother and your native land and came to a people that you did
not know before. The LORD recompense you for what you have done, and a full
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reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have
come to take refuge!”

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife ... and the LORD gave her
conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the
LORD, who has not left you this day without next of kin; and may his name be
renowned in Israel!”

Matthew 1:5b-6a
Boaz [was] the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse
the father of David the king.

CCC 489 Throughout the Old Covenant the mission of many holy women
prepared for that of Mary. At the very beginning there was Eve; despite her
disobedience, she receives the promise of a posterity that will be victorious over
the evil one, as well as the promise that she will be the mother of all the living. By
virtue of this promise, Sarah conceives a son in spite of her old age. Against all
human expectation God chooses those who were considered powerless and weak
to show forth his faithfulness to his promises: Hannah, the mother of Samuel;
Deborah; Ruth; Judith and Esther; and many other women. Mary "stands out
among the poor and humble of the Lord, who confidently hope for and receive
salvation from him. After a long period of waiting the times are fulfilled in her, the
exalted Daughter of Sion, and the new plan of salvation is established."

CCC 1412 The essential signs of the Eucharistic sacrament are wheat bread and
grape wine, on which the blessing of the Holy Spirit is invoked and the priest
pronounces the words of consecration spoken by Jesus during the Last Supper:
"This is my body which will be given up for you. . .. This is the cup of my
blood...."

CCC 827 "Christ, 'holy, innocent, and undefiled,' knew nothing of sin, but came
only to expiate the sins of the people. The Church, however, clasping sinners to
her bosom, at once holy and always in need of purification, follows constantly the
path of penance and renewal." All members of the Church, including her
ministers, must acknowledge that they are sinners. In everyone, the weeds of sin
will still be mixed with the good wheat of the Gospel until the end of time. Hence
the Church gathers sinners already caught up in Christ's salvation but still on the
way to holiness:
The Church is therefore holy, though having sinners in her midst, because she
herself has no other life but the life of grace. If they live her life, her members
are sanctified; if they move away from her life, they fall into sins and disorders
that prevent the radiation of her sanctity. This is why she suffers and does
penance for those offenses, of which she has the power to free her children
through the blood of Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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11. David and Goliath (Symbol: Slingshot)

1 Samuel 16:1, 13a; 17:3-4, 8-9, 45, 47-49

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, seeing | have
rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; | will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his
sons.”

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his
brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day
forward.

And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on
the mountain on the other side, with a valley between them. And there came out
from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, whose
height was six cubits and a span.

He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up
for battle? Am | not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man
for yourselves, and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill
me, then we will be your servants; but if | prevail against him and kill him, then
you shall be our servants and serve us.”

Then David said to [Goliath], “You come to me with a sword and with a
spear and with a javelin; but | come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” ... “All this assembly may
know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD'S
and he will give you into our hand.” When the Philistine arose and came and drew
near to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the
Philistine. And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone, and slung it,
and struck [Goliath] on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell
on his face to the ground.

Revelation 22:16
“I Jesus have sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. |
am the root and the offspring of David, the bright morning star.”

CCC 695 Anointing. The symbolism of anointing with oil also signifies the Holy
Spirit, to the point of becoming a synonym for the Holy Spirit. In Christian
initiation, anointing is the sacramental sign of Confirmation, called "chrismation"
in the Churches of the East. Its full force can be grasped only in relation to the
primary anointing accomplished by the Holy Spirit, that of Jesus. Christ (in
Hebrew "messiah") means the one "anointed" by God's Spirit. There were several
anointed ones of the Lord in the Old Covenant, pre-eminently King David. But
Jesus is God's Anointed in a unique way: the humanity the Son assumed was
entirely anointed by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit established him as "Christ."
The Virgin Mary conceived Christ by the Holy Spirit who, through the angel,
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proclaimed him the Christ at his birth, and prompted Simeon to come to the
temple to see the Christ of the Lord. The Spirit filled Christ and the power of the
Spirit went out from him in his acts of healing and of saving. Finally, it was the
Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. Now, fully established as "Christ" in his
humanity victorious over death, Jesus pours out the Holy Spirit abundantly until
"the saints" constitute - in their union with the humanity of the Son of God - that

perfect man "to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ": "the whole
Christ," in St. Augustine's expression.

CCC 2579 David is par excellence the king "after God's own heart," the shepherd
who prays for his people and prays in their name. His submission to the will of
God, his praise, and his repentance, will be a model for the prayer of the people.
His prayer, the prayer of God's Anointed, is a faithful adherence to the divine
promise and expresses a loving and joyful trust in God, the only King and Lord. In
the Psalms David, inspired by the Holy Spirit, is the first prophet of Jewish and
Christian prayer. The prayer of Christ, the true Messiah and Son of David, will
reveal and fulfill the meaning of this prayer.

12. God’s Forgotten Scroll is Found (Symbol: Scroll)

2 Kings 22:2, 23:1-3

[King Josiah] did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, and walked in all
the way of David his father, and he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the
left ... Then the king sent, and all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem were
gathered to him. And the king went up to the house of the LORD, and with him all
the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests and the
prophets, all the people, both small and great; and he read in their hearing all the
words of the book of the covenant which had been found in the house of the
LORD. And the king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD, to
walk after the LORD and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his
statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant
that were written in this book; and all the people joined in the covenant.

Psalm 119:33-35

Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and | will keep it to the end.
Give me understanding, that | may keep thy law and observe it with my whole
heart. Lead me in the path of thy commandments, for | delight in it.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.
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Revelation 5:9

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy art thou to take the scroll and to
open its seals, for thou wast slain and by thy blood didst ransom men for God
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.”

CCC 64 Through the prophets, God forms his people in the hope of salvation, in
the expectation of a new and everlasting Covenant intended for all, to be written
on their hearts. The prophets proclaim a radical redemption of the People of God,
purification from all their infidelities, a salvation which will include all the nations.

CCC 1612 The nuptial covenant between God and his people Israel had prepared
the way for the new and everlasting covenant in which the Son of God, by
becoming incarnate and giving his life, has united to himself in a certain way all
mankind saved by him, thus preparing for "the wedding-feast of the Lamb."

CCC 2787 When we say "our" Father, we recognize first that all his promises of
love announced by the prophets are fulfilled in the new and eternal covenant in
his Christ: we have become "his" people and he is henceforth "our" God. This new
relationship is the purely gratuitous gift of belonging to each other: we are to
respond to "grace and truth" given us in Jesus Christ with love and faithfulness.

13. Prophecy: A Shoot From the Stump of Jesse (Symbol: Stump w/Leaf)

Isaiah 11:1-5, 10

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the
LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the
girdle of his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of his loins ... In that day the root of
Jesse shall stand as an ensign to the peoples; him shall the nations seek, and his
dwellings shall be glorious.

Acts 13:16, 22-23

So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: “Men of Israel, and you
that fear God, listen: ... when [God] had removed [Saul], he raised up David to be
their king; of whom [God] testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of
Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.” Of this man's posterity God
has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.”
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CCC 755 "The Church is a cultivated field, the tillage of God. On that land the
ancient olive tree grows whose holy roots were the prophets and in which the
reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles has been brought about and will be brought
about again. That land, like a choice vineyard, has been planted by the heavenly
cultivator. Yet the true vine is Christ who gives life and fruitfulness to the
branches, that is, to us, who through the Church remain in Christ, without whom
we can do nothing.

CCC 712 The characteristics of the awaited Messiah begin to appear in the "Book
of Emmanuel" ("Isaiah said this when he saw his glory," speaking of Christ),
especially in the first two verses of Isaiah 11.

14. Prophecy: The New Creation (Symbol: Lion and Lamb together)

Isaiah 11:6-10

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their young shall lie down together; and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The sucking child shall play over the hole of the
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. They shall not
hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse
shall stand as an ensign to the peoples; him shall the nations seek, and his
dwellings shall be glorious.

Revelation 21:4-5a

“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former
things have passed away.” And he who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, | make
all things new.”

CCC 602 Consequently, St. Peter can formulate the apostolic faith in the divine
plan of salvation in this way: "You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited
from your fathers... with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without
blemish or spot. He was destined before the foundation of the world but was
made manifest at the end of the times for your sake." Man's sins, following on
original sin, are punishable by death. By sending his own Son in the form of a
slave, in the form of a fallen humanity, on account of sin, God "made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God."
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CCC 865 The Church is ultimately one, holy, catholic, and apostolic in her deepest
and ultimate identity, because it is in her that "the Kingdom of heaven," the
"Reign of God," already exists and will be fulfilled at the end of time. The kingdom
has come in the person of Christ and grows mysteriously in the hearts of those
incorporated into him, until its full eschatological manifestation. Then all those he
has redeemed and made "holy and blameless before him in love," will be
gathered together as the one People of God, the "Bride of the Lamb," "the holy
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God."
For "the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb."

15. Prophecy: Prince of Peace (Symbol: Dove & Crown)

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be
upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of his government and
of peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to
establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
forth and for evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!

John 14:27
“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you; not as the world gives do |
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

John 18:33, 36a, 37b

Pilate entered the praetorium again and called Jesus, and said to him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” ... Jesus answered, “My kingship is not of this world ...
You say that | am a king. For this | was born, and for this | have come into the
world, to bear witness to the truth. Every one who is of the truth hears my voice.”

CCC 436 The word "Christ" comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew
Messiah, which means "anointed". It became the name proper to Jesus only
because he accomplished perfectly the divine mission that "Christ" signifies. In
effect, in Israel those consecrated to God for a mission that he gave were
anointed in his name. This was the case for kings, for priests and, in rare
instances, for prophets. This had to be the case all the more so for the Messiah
whom God would send to inaugurate his kingdom definitively. It was necessary
that the Messiah be anointed by the Spirit of the Lord at once as king and priest,
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and also as prophet. Jesus fulfilled the messianic hope of Israel in his threefold
office of priest, prophet and king.

CCC 786 Finally, the People of God shares in the royal office of Christ. He
exercises his kingship by drawing all men to himself through his death and
Resurrection. Christ, King and Lord of the universe, made himself the servant of
all, for he came "not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many." For the Christian, "to reign is to serve him," particularly when serving "the
poor and the suffering, in whom the Church recognizes the image of her poor and
suffering founder." The People of God fulfills its royal dignity by a life in keeping
with its vocation to serve with Christ.
The sign of the cross makes kings of all those reborn in Christ and the
anointing of the Holy Spirit consecrates them as priests, so that, apart from the
particular service of our ministry, all spiritual and rational Christians are
recognized as members of this royal race and sharers in Christ's priestly office.
What, indeed, is as royal for a soul as to govern the body in obedience to God?
And what is as priestly as to dedicate a pure conscience to the Lord and to
offer the spotless offerings of devotion on the altar of the heart?

CCC 440 lJesus accepted Peter's profession of faith, which acknowledged him to
be the Messiah, by announcing the imminent Passion of the Son of Man. He
unveiled the authentic content of his messianic kingship both in the transcendent
identity of the Son of Man "who came down from heaven", and in his redemptive
mission as the suffering Servant: "The Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Hence the true meaning of his
kingship is revealed only when he is raised high on the cross. Only after his
Resurrection will Peter be able to proclaim Jesus' messianic kingship to the People
of God: "Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."

16. Prophecy: Good Shepherd (Symbol: Shepherd’s Staff)

Ezekiel 34:2b, 4-5, 10-12, 15a, 16a, 23-24

Thus says the Lord GOD: Ho, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding
yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? ... The weak you have not
strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the crippled you have not bound up,
the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with
force and harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered, because there
was no shepherd; and they became food for all the wild beasts.

Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, | am against the shepherds; ... | will rescue
my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them. For thus says
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the Lord GOD: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.
As a shepherd seeks out his flock when some of his sheep have been scattered
abroad, so will | seek out my sheep; and | will rescue them from all places where
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness ... | myself will be
the shepherd of my sheep ... | will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed,
and | will bind up the crippled, and | will strengthen the weak ... And | will set up
over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant
David shall be prince among them; |, the LORD, have spoken.

Psalm 23:1
The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not want.

Luke 7:21b
[Jesus] cured many of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many
that were blind he bestowed sight.

John 10:11, 16, 27

[Jesus said,] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep ... And | have other sheep, that are not of this fold; | must bring
them also, and they will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd
... My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me.”

CCC 754 "The Church is, accordingly, a sheepfold, the sole and necessary gateway
to which is Christ. It is also the flock of which God himself foretold that he would
be the shepherd, and whose sheep, even though governed by human shepherds,
are unfailingly nourished and led by Christ himself, the Good Shepherd and Prince
of Shepherds, who gave his life for his sheep.

CCC 764 "This Kingdom shines out before men in the word, in the works and in
the presence of Christ." To welcome Jesus' word is to welcome "the Kingdom
itself." The seed and beginning of the Kingdom are the "little flock" of those
whom Jesus came to gather around him, the flock whose shepherd he is. They
form Jesus' true family. To those whom he thus gathered around him, he taught a
new "way of acting" and a prayer of their own.

17. Prophecy: Suffering Servant (Symbol: Cross)

Isaiah 53:4-7, 9, 12b

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement
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that made us whole, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on
him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before
its shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.

And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.

He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

John 19:1, 15-18

Then Pilate took Jesus and scourged him ... They cried out, “Away with him,
away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall | crucify your King?” The
chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” Then he handed him over
to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own
cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha.
There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus
between them.

CCC 461 Taking up St. John's expression, "The Word became flesh",the Church
calls "Incarnation" the fact that the Son of God assumed a human nature in order
to accomplish our salvation in it. In a hymn cited by St. Paul, the Church sings the
mystery of the Incarnation:
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and
became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.

CCC 544 The kingdom belongs to the poor and lowly, which means those who
have accepted it with humble hearts. Jesus is sent to "preach good news to the
poor"; he declares them blessed, for "theirs is the kingdom of heaven." To them -
the "little ones" the Father is pleased to reveal what remains hidden from the
wise and the learned. Jesus shares the life of the poor, from the cradle to the
cross; he experiences hunger, thirst and privation. Jesus identifies himself with
the poor of every kind and makes active love toward them the condition for
entering his kingdom.

18. The New Covenant (Symbol: Heart w/Writing)
Jeremiah 31:31-33
Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant
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which | made with their fathers when | took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt, my covenant which they broke, though | was their husband,
says the LORD. But this is the covenant which | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
upon their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Hebrews 9:13-15

For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and
with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God. Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred
which redeems them from the transgressions under the first covenant.

CCC 1432 The human heart is heavy and hardened. God must give man a new
heart. Conversion is first of all a work of the grace of God who makes our hearts
return to him: "Restore us to thyself, O LORD, that we may be restored!" God
gives us the strength to begin anew. It is in discovering the greatness of God's
love that our heart is shaken by the horror and weight of sin and begins to fear
offending God by sin and being separated from him. The human heart is
converted by looking upon him whom our sins have pierced:

Let us fix our eyes on Christ's blood and understand how precious it is to his

Father, for, poured out for our salvation it has brought to the whole world the

grace of repentance.

CCC 202 Jesus himself affirms that God is "the one Lord" whom you must love
"with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength". At the same time Jesus gives us to understand that he himself is
"the Lord". To confess that Jesus is Lord is distinctive of Christian faith. This is not
contrary to belief in the One God. Nor does believing in the Holy Spirit as "Lord
and giver of life" introduce any division into the One God:

CCC 2611 The prayer of faith consists not only in saying "Lord, Lord," but in
disposing the heart to do the will of the Father. Jesus calls his disciples to bring
into their prayer this concern for cooperating with the divine plan.

CCC 2083 Jesus summed up man's duties toward God in this saying: "You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind." This immediately echoes the solemn call: "Hear, O Israel: the LORD
our God is one LORD."
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19. Bethlehem Prophecy (Symbol: Bethlehem)

Micah 5:2

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose
origin is from of old, from ancient days.

Luke 2:4-7

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave
birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

CCC 423 We believe and confess that Jesus of Nazareth, born a Jew of a daughter
of Israel at Bethlehem at the time of King Herod the Great and the emperor
Caesar Augustus, a carpenter by trade, who died crucified in Jerusalem under the
procurator Pontius Pilate during the reign of the emperor Tiberius, is the eternal
Son of God made man. He 'came from God', 'descended from heaven', and ‘came
in the flesh'. For 'the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and
truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. .. And
from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace.

CCC 563 No one, whether shepherd or wise man, can approach God here below

except by kneeling before the manger at Bethlehem and adoring him hidden in
the weakness of a new-born child.

20. Exile and Persecution: The Fiery Furnace (Symbol: Fiery Furnace)

2 Kings 17:23

The LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had spoken by all his
servants the prophets. So Israel was exiled from their own land to Assyria until
this day.

Daniel 3:19, 21, (Az 1,26,) 28

Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression of his face was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace
heated seven times more than it was wont to be heated ... Then these men were
bound in their mantles, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and
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they were cast into the burning fiery furnace ... And they walked about in the
midst of the flames, singing hymns to God and blessing the Lord.

But the angel of the Lord came down into the furnace to be with Azariah
and his companions, and drove the fiery flame out of the furnace.

Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him,
and set at nought the king's command, and yielded up their bodies rather than
serve and worship any god except their own God.”

Matthew 5:11-12

“Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

CCC 2112 The first commandment condemns polytheism. It requires man neither
to believe in, nor to venerate, other divinities than the one true God. Scripture
constantly recalls this rejection of "idols, [of] silver and gold, the work of men's
hands. They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see."” These empty
idols make their worshippers empty: "Those who make them are like them; so are
all who trust in them." God, however, is the "living God" who gives life and
intervenes in history.

CCC 2567 God calls man first. Man may forget his Creator or hide far from his
face; he may run after idols or accuse the deity of having abandoned him; yet the
living and true God tirelessly calls each person to that mysterious encounter
known as prayer. In prayer, the faithful God's initiative of love always comes first;
our own first step is always a response. As God gradually reveals himself and
reveals man to himself, prayer appears as a reciprocal call, a covenant drama.
Through words and actions, this drama engages the heart. It unfolds throughout
the whole history of salvation.

CCC 2779 Before we make our own this first exclamation of the Lord's Prayer, we
must humbly cleanse our hearts of certain false images drawn "from this world."
Humility makes us recognize that "no one knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him," that is, "to little children." The purification of our hearts has to do
with paternal or maternal images, stemming from our personal and cultural
history, and influencing our relationship with God. God our Father transcends the
categories of the created world. To impose our own ideas in this area "upon him"
would be to fabricate idols to adore or pull down. To pray to the Father is to enter
into his mystery as he is and as the Son has revealed him to us.
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21. Return to Jerusalem (Symbol: Brick Wall)

Nehemiah 1:3; 2:18; 6:15-16

And they said to me, “The survivors there in the province who escaped exile
are in great trouble and shame; the wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its
gates are destroyed by fire.”

And | told them of the hand of my God which had been upon me for good,
and also of the words which the king had spoken to me. And they said, “Let us
rise up and build.” So they strengthened their hands for the good work.

So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-
two days. And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations round about us
were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem; for they perceived that this work
had been accomplished with the help of our God.

Revelation 21:10-14

And in the Spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain, and showed
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the
glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It
had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on
the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed; on
the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on
the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on
them the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

CCC 865 The Church is ultimately one, holy, catholic, and apostolic in her deepest
and ultimate identity, because it is in her that "the Kingdom of heaven," the
"Reign of God," already exists and will be fulfilled at the end of time...Then all
those he has redeemed and made "holy and blameless before him in love," will
be gathered together as the one People of God, the "Bride of the Lamb," "the
holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of
God."

CCC 558 Jesus recalls the martyrdom of the prophets who had been put to death
in Jerusalem. Nevertheless he persists in calling Jerusalem to gather around
him...When Jerusalem comes into view he weeps over her.

CCC 583 Like the prophets before him Jesus expressed the deepest respect for
the Temple in Jerusalem. It was in the Temple that Joseph and Mary presented
him forty days after his birth. At the age of twelve he decided to remain in the
Temple to remind his parents that he must be about his Father's business. He
went there each year during his hidden life at least for Passover. His public
ministry itself was patterned by his pilgrimages to Jerusalem for the great Jewish
feasts.
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CCC 1334 In the Old Covenant bread and wine were offered in sacrifice among
the first fruits of the earth as a sign of grateful acknowledgment to the Creator.
But they also received a new significance in the context of the Exodus: the
unleavened bread that Israel eats every year at Passover commemorates the
haste of the departure that liberated them from Egypt; the remembrance of the
manna in the desert will always recall to Israel that it lives by the bread of the
Word of God; their daily bread is the fruit of the promised land, the pledge of
God's faithfulness to his promises. The "cup of blessing" at the end of the Jewish
Passover meal adds to the festive joy of wine an eschatological dimension: the
messianic expectation of the rebuilding of Jerusalem. When Jesus instituted the
Eucharist, he gave a new and definitive meaning to the blessing of the bread and
the cup.

22. Christmas Star (Symbol: Star)

Numbers 24:17-19a

“I see him, but not now; | behold him, but not nigh: a star shall come forth
out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the forehead of
Moab, and break down all the sons of Sheth. Edom shall be dispossessed, Seir
also, his enemies, shall be dispossessed, while Israel does valiantly. By Jacob shall
dominion be exercised.”

Matthew 2:1-6, 9-11

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and
have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.””

When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which
they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

CCC 528 The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of
God and Savior of the world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration
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of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East, together with his baptism in the
Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. In the magi, representatives of
the neighboring pagan religions, the Gospel sees the first-fruits of the nations,
who welcome the good news of salvation through the Incarnation. The magi's
coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of the Jews shows that
they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be
king of the nations. Their coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and
worship him as Son of God and Savior of the world only by turning towards the
Jews and receiving from them the messianic promise as contained in the Old
Testament. The Epiphany shows that "the full number of the nations" now takes
its "place in the family of the patriarchs", and acquires Israelitica dignitas (is
made "worthy of the heritage of Israel").

CCC 525 Jesus was born in a humble stable, into a poor family. Simple shepherds
were the first witnesses to this event. In this poverty heaven's glory was made
manifest. The Church never tires of singing the glory of this night:

The Virgin today brings into the world the Eternal

And the earth offers a cave to the Inaccessible.

The angels and shepherds praise him

And the magi advance with the star,

For you are born for us,

Little Child, God eternal!

Kontakion of Romanos the Melodist

23. Light of the World (Symbol: Candle or Light)

Psalm 27:1-3

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid? When evildoers assail me,
uttering slanders against me, my adversaries and foes, they shall stumble and fall.
Though a host encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise
against me, yet | will be confident.

John 1:9, 8:12

The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world.
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who follows
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

CCC 52 God, who "dwells in unapproachable light", wants to communicate his
own divine life to the men he freely created, in order to adopt them as his sons in

his only-begotten Son. By revealing himself God wishes to make them capable of
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responding to him, and of knowing him and of loving him far beyond their own
natural capacity.

CCC 707 Theophanies (manifestations of God) light up the way of the promise,
from the patriarchs to Moses and from Joshua to the visions that inaugurated the
missions of the great prophets. Christian tradition has always recognized that
God's Word allowed himself to be seen and heard in these theophanies, in which
the cloud of the Holy Spirit both revealed him and concealed him in its shadow.

CCC 1704 The human person participates in the light and power of the divine
Spirit. By his reason, he is capable of understanding the order of things
established by the Creator. By free will, he is capable of directing himself toward
his true good. He finds his perfection "in seeking and loving what is true and
good."

CCC 2466 In Jesus Christ, the whole of God's truth has been made manifest. "Full
of grace and truth," he came as the "light of the world," he is the Truth. "Whoever
believes in me may not remain in darkness." The disciple of Jesus continues in his
word so as to know "the truth [that] will make you free" and that sanctifies. To
follow Jesus is to live in "the Spirit of truth," whom the Father sends in his name
and who leads "into all the truth." To his disciples Jesus teaches the unconditional
love of truth: "Let what you say be simply 'Yes or No.""

CCC 2584 In their "one to one" encounters with God, the prophets draw light and
strength for their mission. Their prayer is not flight from this unfaithful world, but
rather attentiveness to The Word of God. At times their prayer is an argument or
a complaint, but it is always an intercession that awaits and prepares for the
intervention of the Savior God, the Lord of history.

24. Angel with Mother of All Living (Symbol: Mary and/or Angel)

Genesis 3:14a, 15, 20

The LORD God said to the serpent, “... | will put enmity between you and
the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise his heel.”

The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all
living.

Luke 1:26, 28, 31, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, ... And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is
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with you! ... And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus.” ... And Mary said, “Behold, | am the handmaid of the
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

John 19:26-27

When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near,
he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple,
“Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own
home.

Revelation 12:1-2, 17a

And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; she was
with child and she cried out in her pangs of birth, in anguish for delivery.

Then the dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war on
the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and bear
testimony to Jesus.

CCC 2676 This twofold movement of prayer to Mary has found a privileged
expression in the Ave Maria:

Hail Mary [or Rejoice, Mary]: the greeting of the angel Gabriel opens this
prayer. It is God himself who, through his angel as intermediary, greets Mary. Our
prayer dares to take up this greeting to Mary with the regard God had for the
lowliness of his humble servant and to exult in the joy he finds in her.

Full of grace, the Lord is with thee: These two phrases of the angel's
greeting shed light on one another. Mary is full of grace because the Lord is with
her. The grace with which she is filled is the presence of him who is the source of
all grace. "Rejoice . .. O Daughter of Jerusalem . .. the Lord your God is in your
midst." Mary, in whom the Lord himself has just made his dwelling, is the
daughter of Zion in person, the ark of the covenant, the place where the glory of
the Lord dwells. She is "the dwelling of God . . . with men." Full of grace, Mary is
wholly given over to him who has come to dwell in her and whom she is about to
give to the world.

Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
After the angel's greeting, we make Elizabeth's greeting our own. "Filled with the
Holy Spirit," Elizabeth is the first in the long succession of generations who have
called Mary "blessed." "Blessed is she who believed. . .. " Mary is "blessed among
women" because she believed in the fulfillment of the Lord's word. Abraham.
because of his faith, became a blessing for all the nations of the earth. Mary,
because of her faith, became the mother of believers, through whom all nations
of the earth receive him who is God's own blessing: Jesus, the "fruit of thy
womb."
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CCC 494 At the announcement that she would give birth to "the Son of the Most
High" without knowing man, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary responded
with the obedience of faith, certain that "with God nothing will be impossible":
"Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be [done] to me according to your
word." Thus, giving her consent to God's word, Mary becomes the mother of
Jesus. Espousing the divine will for salvation wholeheartedly, without a single sin
to restrain her, she gave herself entirely to the person and to the work of her Son;
she did so in order to serve the mystery of redemption with him and dependent
on him, by God's grace:
As St. Irenaeus says, "Being obedient she became the cause of salvation for
herself and for the whole human race." Hence not a few of the early Fathers
gladly assert. . .: "The knot of Eve's disobedience was untied by Mary's
obedience: what the virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary loosened by
her faith." Comparing her with Eve, they call Mary "the Mother of the living"
and frequently claim: "Death through Eve, life through Mary."

CCC 495 Called in the Gospels "the mother of Jesus", Mary is acclaimed by
Elizabeth, at the prompting of the Spirit and even before the birth of her son, as
"the mother of my Lord". In fact, the One whom she conceived as man by the
Holy Spirit, who truly became her Son according to the flesh, was none other than
the Father's eternal Son, the second person of the Holy Trinity. Hence the Church
confesses that Mary is truly "Mother of God" (Theotokos).

CCC 333 From the Incarnation to the Ascension, the life of the Word incarnate is
surrounded by the adoration and service of angels. When God "brings the
firstborn into the world, he says: 'Let all God's angels worship him." Their song of
praise at the birth of Christ has not ceased resounding in the Church's praise:
"Glory to God in the highest!" They protect Jesus in his infancy, serve him in the
desert, strengthen him in his agony in the garden, when he could have been
saved by them from the hands of his enemies as Israel had been. Again, it is the
angels who "evangelize" by proclaiming the Good News of Christ's Incarnation
and Resurrection. They will be present at Christ's return, which they will
announce, to serve at his judgement.

CCC 437 To the shepherds, the angel announced the birth of Jesus as the Messiah
promised to Israel: "To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord." From the beginning he was "the one whom the Father
consecrated and sent into the world", conceived as "holy" in Mary's virginal
womb. God called Joseph to "take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit", so that Jesus, "who is called Christ", should be born of
Joseph's spouse into the messianic lineage of David.
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25. The Birth of Jesus (Symbol: Baby in Manger)

Isaiah 7:10-14

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put
the LORD to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for
you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel (that is, God is with us).”

Luke 2:1, 4-12

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be enrolled ... And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to be
delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the
angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, | bring you good news of a great
joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find
a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

CCC 422 'But when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons.' This is 'the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God': God has visited his people. He has fulfilled the promise he made to
Abraham and his descendants. He acted far beyond all expectation - he has sent
his own 'beloved Son'.

CCC 452 The name Jesus means "God saves". The child born of the Virgin Mary is
called Jesus, "for he will save his people from their sins" (Mt 1:21): "there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts
4:12).

CCC 470 Because "human nature was assumed, not absorbed", in the mysterious
union of the Incarnation, the Church was led over the course of centuries to
confess the full reality of Christ's human soul, with its operations of intellect and
will, and of his human body. In parallel fashion, she had to recall on each occasion
that Christ's human nature belongs, as his own, to the divine person of the Son of
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God, who assumed it. Everything that Christ is and does in this nature derives
from "one of the Trinity". The Son of God therefore communicates to his
humanity his own personal mode of existence in the Trinity. In his soul as in his
body, Christ thus expresses humanly the divine ways of the Trinity:
The Son of God. . . worked with human hands; he thought with a human mind.
He acted with a human will, and with a human heart he loved. Born of the
Virgin Mary, he has truly been made one of us, like to us in all things except
sin.

CCC 515 The Gospels were written by men who were among the first to have the
faith and wanted to share it with others. Having known in faith who Jesus is, they
could see and make others see the traces of his mystery in all his earthly life.
From the swaddling clothes of his birth to the vinegar of his Passion and the
shroud of his Resurrection, everything in Jesus' life was a sign of his mystery. His
deeds, miracles and words all revealed that "in him the whole fullness of deity
dwells bodily." His humanity appeared as "sacrament”, that is, the sign and
instrument, of his divinity and of the salvation he brings: what was visible in his
earthly life leads to the invisible mystery of his divine sonship and redemptive
mission

CCC 526 To become a child in relation to God is the condition for entering the
kingdom. For this, we must humble ourselves and become little. Even more: to
become "children of God" we must be "born from above" or "born of God". Only
when Christ is formed in us will the mystery of Christmas be fulfilled in us.
Christmas is the mystery of this "marvelous exchange":

O marvelous exchange! Man's Creator has become man, born of the Virgin.

We have been made sharers in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to

share our humanity.

Antiphon | of Evening Prayer for January 1st.

CCC 1655 Christ chose to be born and grow up in the bosom of the holy family of
Joseph and Mary. The Church is nothing other than "the family of God." From the
beginning, the core of the Church was often constituted by those who had
become believers "together with all [their] household." When they were
converted, they desired that "their whole household" should also be saved. These
families who became believers were islands of Christian life in an unbelieving
world.

CCC = paragraph from Catechism of the Catholic Church. All CCC quotes came from
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc.htm; which uses the Second Edition English Translation of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church including the corrections promulgated by Pope John Paul Il on 8
September 1997. These corrections to the English text of the Catechism of the Catholic Church were
made to harmonize it with the official Latin text promulgated by Pope John Paul Il on the same date.
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O Came, O Come, Emmanuel

1. O came, O come, Emmanuel,
Und ransem captive Israel,
That moeuwns in lonely exile fiere
Until the Son ef God appeac.

Refrain
Rejaice! Rejaice! Emmanuel
Sthall come to thee, O Tsnael.

2. 0 came, Jhou Red of Jesse, free

Jhine own from Satan's tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy pecple save,

Und give them victery o'ex the grave.

-Words: Latin hymn, 12th C., translated by John Neale 1818-1866
-Music: Veni Emmanuel, from a 15th C. processional of French Franciscan nuns
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Lo, How a Raese C'en Blooming

Lo, o a Raese e'er btlaeming from tender stem hath sprung,
Of Jesse's lineage coming, as saints of old have sung.
Jt came, a flow'vet bright, amid the cold ef wintex,

when half-spent was the night.

Jsaiak t'was foreteld it, the Raose J have in mind.
Ja show God's love aright, she bare te us a Saviox,

when half-spent was the night.

- Geunan, 15th Century

(Seng appears en Jobin Michael Talliet's allium "The Binth of Jesus”)
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