Story  

The Wild Christmas Reindeer  by Jan Brett
Supplemental Stories
The Reindeer People by Ted Lewin (mid elem grades)
Reindeer A New True Book for youngers/mid grades
Social Studies
· Put The Wild Christmas Reindeer story disk on the North Pole
· Put The Reindeer People story disk on the map on Lapland.
· Make a Laplanders page for your notebook, to include graphics off google.  
· Find/print a map  Narration with innovation:  paste into lapbook
· Character: discuss times when you are excited and scared all at once (pg 2)

· Character: discuss diplomacy and how best to negotiate with a person without humiliating them or attacking their pride (pg6)

· Character:  Discuss kindness and compassion after reading (pg 20)  look up

Language Arts
Font suggestion:  http://www.pca.ne.jp/fff/newfont/search.cgi?start=30&group=New-S
 This is the link to “Santas Sleigh,” which is the font we can use for narrations. To download fonts you go to start, control panel, themes and appearances, fonts and leave that one open.  Click to download your font and unzip the file.  You should get an icon for a truetype font.  click and drag that icon over into your open font window and drop it and it should load up. 

· Discuss story within a story by observing the activities in the sidebars.  Narrate a story about the elves preparation for Christmas.  Narration with innovation:  could incorporate this creative writing exercise for older children on the inside flaps of the lapbook.  Create a planner-style page and have them journal Christmas preparation in the voice of an elf.  Decorate the journal pages with Jan Brett-styled borders. http://www.printfree.com/CalendarCustomMonthly/weeklyin.htm
· Discuss how Teeka changed by the end of the story.  Can you site evidence from the text to show this?

· Discuss fiction and reality – are reindeer real?  Can they really fly?  

· Make a Venn diagram, comparing the Rudolph story with Wild Christmas Reindeer. Narration with innovation:  Paste into the lapbook.
· Creative writing:  In the video, Jan Brett describes how she drew each reindeer to express certain personalities.  Choose a reindeer and tell the story from his or her perspective.

· Vocabulary :

 

See glossary from back of New True Reindeer book Narration with innovation:  could include these or any vocabulary words in lapbook as a flap vocabulary book



If book cannot be located some ideas would be:


Lichen, tundra, frantic, bolted, nudged, nestled, sleek, arctic, sleigh, 

Copywork
· Pg 2 Teeka was excited. And a little afraid.
· Pg 6 Teeka didn’t know that he considered himself the leader and was not used to being bossed around.
· Pg 20 Teeka looked at the tangled reindeer, once so bold and free,and began to cry. “It’s my fault,” she said. “I’ve spent all my time yelling at you, instead of helping. I’m sorry.” And one by one she gave each reindeer a hug.

Art
· Make a reindeer paper bag puppet http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/christmas/paperbag/
· Make a reindeer ornament out of craft sticks
· Make a handprint reindeer
· Watch the online video for Wild Christmas Reindeer and listen to Jan Brett discuss her book. http://www.janbrett.com/video/wild_christmas_reindeer.htm
· Why do her drawings have so much detail?
· What inspired the drawings in this story?
· What inspired the storyline?
· Look carefully at all the details.  After having listened to the illustrator, do you have a greater appreciation for the detail?
· Try your hand at a detailed drawing of what you would imagine the North Pole to look like if Santa lived and worked there. Narration with innovation:  Put the drawing in your lapbook.
Choose a reindeer craft:
http://www.dcrafts.com/reindeer.htm
http://www.howtomakestuff.com/cgi-bin/jump2.cgi?ID=1183
http://www.first-school.ws/activities/crafts/animals/wild/reindeer.htm
http://www.janbrett.com/reindeer_ornaments_coloring_page.htm
Science
· Read Aloud:  Reindeer, a New True book
Alternatively, do the webquest http://www.eats.ecsd.net/curricular/webquest/reindeer/ or check this site for information http://www.mda.state.mi.us/kids/countyfair/animals/reindeer/index.html
· Place these animals on the animal classification chart with Latin  names.  
· Research habitat, diet, appearance and lifecycle of the reindeer.  Write a narration.

· Narration with innovation:  Make a tab top book to include habitat, diet, life cycle, etc
· Narration with innovation:  write the facts from your research on reindeer printed and cut from the graphic on this site http://www.janbrett.com/mobile_reindeer.htm Then make a pocket from the Winterfarm graphic at this site http://www.janbrett.com/reindeer_towers_coloring_page.htm.  Slip the reindeer into the pocket in your lapbook.  

Cooking
Follow links to make reindeer cookies 
http://www.dltk-kids.com/recipes/reindeer_cookies.htm
http://www.thechristmaspantry.com/recipes/Cookies/reindeer_cookies.htm
http://www.fort-mill.k12.sc.us/RVES/ERIN/reindeer.htm
 

*******************************************************************
Reindeer Cookies (kids domain)
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These Reindeer Cookies are really adorable! They would make great treats to send for classroom parties. 

Parental supervision is recommended. 

This project is rated EASY to do. 

What You Need
 

· 1 cup Brown sugar 

· 1 cup Sugar 

· 1 cup Butter, softened 

· 1 cup Smooth peanut butter 

· 3 cups Flour (scant) 

· 2 Eggs 

· 2 teaspoons Baking soda 

· 1/2 teaspoon Salt 

· 1 teaspoon Vanilla 

· Mixer 

· Large bowl 

· Measuring spoons 

· Measuring cups 


 
How To Make It
 

1. Cream the butter and sugars, eggs and peanut butter, salt and vanilla. 

2. Add the soda and flour and mix well. 

3. Roll into balls. 

4. Flatten the ball and shape it into a triangle. 

5. Place pretzel pieces into 2 of the triangle corners for antlers. 

6. Place a red M-M at the other corner (Rudolph's red nose), and 2 green M-Ms on the cookie for eyes. 

7. Bake at 375 degrees for 10-15 minutes or until golden brown (my oven usually takes around 11 minutes). 

8. These cookies are fun to make, and kids really love them. 

Reindeer Cookies (Cmas Pantry)

1 cup sifted powdered sugar
2 tablespoons whipping cream
1 teaspoon vanilla
12 (21/2 inch) square graham crackers
24 semisweet chocolate mini morsels
12 red cinnamon candies
12 miniature pretzels broken in half

Combine the first three ingredients in a small bowl, stir well and set aside.

Cut the graham crackers in half diagonally using a serrated knife, using a sawing motion. Spread a little frosting over half of the cracker and top with remaining half to form a triangle. Spread the top with frosting to cover top of cracker.

Press two chocolate morsels into each frosted cracker for eyes, 1 cinnamon candy for the nose and 2 pretzel halves for antlers. Let dry on wire rack. 

Makes 12

	The Cold Facts
About Reindeer

(mdastate)
	[image: image1.png]





	

	Reindeer, also called caribou, are large mammals whose natural habitat is in arctic regions. Reindeer until recently ranged from Spitsbergen and Scandinavia to eastern Siberia. They are also native to North America, including the northern Canadian tundra and forest areas, and Alaska. 

An adult male reindeer, or buck, weighs about 300 pounds. An adult female, or doe, weighs between 200 and 250 pounds. A full-grown male reindeer can measure almost five feet tall at the shoulder! Their hooves allow their feet to spread on snow or soft ground. Reindeer coats range in color from whitish to nearly black but in general, reindeer coats are grayish or brownish with lighter underparts. Reindeer coats are thick with hard, brittle outer hairs covering a dense underfur.

Each spring, does give birth to one or two babies, called calves. It takes seven and one-half months from conception until birth for a full-term reindeer calf to be born. Reindeer are mammals, which means they are born live, and their mothers produce milk to nourish their newborn calves.

Reindeer are strong swimmers and in the wild, they are always found in herds, famous for their seasonal migration between summer and winter ranges. In winter, wild reindeer mainly eat reindeer moss, a lichen, which the animals reach by scraping the snow away with their feet. In summer reindeer also eat grasses and tree saplings. 
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Reindeer differ from other types of deer in that both male and female reindeer grow antlers, although female antlers are smaller and simpler than those of the males. The antlers themselves are long, with moderate branching on both the main beams and forwardly pointing brow tines. No two antlers are the same; every antler has its own shape and design. 

Reindeer use their antlers and feet to protect themselves and to fight for mates during rutting season in the fall. In a reindeer herd, there is a natural pecking order, and the buck with the largest antlers usually is the leader of the pack! While the antlers are growing, they are covered by a layer of skin and fuzzy fur. During this time, the antlers are said to be "in velvet". In the fall, during rutting season, the velvet is shed, leaving smooth, hard antlers. Reindeer often rub against trees and underbrush to help speed up the shedding process. Every spring, reindeer antlers drop off to allow for growth of new antlers. These antlers are often harvested and used to make artwork and other products.

Reindeer play an important role in allowing people to survive the harsh environment of arctic regions in the world. They are domesticated in some polar regions, and provide transportation for the people who live there. They are used as pack animals, to carry heavy items, and as draft animals to pull sleighs and carts. Some people even ride reindeer! In some parts of the world, reindeer are raised or hunted for their meat, milk and antlers. The animals are also central to the cultures of many indigenous peoples in the world, and their hides are used in the production of tents, boots and clothing.

The main enemies of reindeer are humans, wolves, lynx, and wolverines. Researchers and wildlife biologists are studying reindeer and caribou, whose numbers in the wild have been reduced due to changes in their natural habitats caused by humans. 

Reindeer in Michigan
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In Michigan, you can often find domesticated reindeer at petting farms and zoos. Many Michigan Christmas tree farms keep reindeer and other animals on hand for families to see and enjoy while purchasing their holiday trees. 

Captive reindeer eat a special high-protein deer feed. They are natural grazers, too, and enjoy pasture grasses in the summer months. As a special treat, reindeer like apples, carrots and the tender new growth on trees.

Reindeer kept in pens need a lot of care. They need to be checked every day to make sure they are happy and healthy. Just like cattle and other domesticated animals, reindeer need to receive regular shots to protect them against diseases. Reindeer farmers check their antlers for parasites like screw worm, and check their hooves for sores and other problems that can affect their health and well-being. Reindeer sometimes need vitamins and minerals added to their diet, and like all animals they need plenty of fresh, clean water. 

Although Santa’s reindeer have been known to fly on Christmas Eve, Michigan reindeer keep their feet planted firmly on the ground, unless they are leaping for joy or playing reindeer games with their pals!
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From:

http://www.dcrafts.com/reindeer.htm   

crafts to follow:

Reindeer Food
Reindeer food is something I make to include with my Santa Letters to kids. It is oatmeal and colored sugar. The poem is ......Magical Reindeer Food   Sprinkle this on your lawn Christmas Eve. The smell of the oats and the glitter of the sugar will help guide Rudolph to your house. I use about 1 tsp of each so there is not a mess if it is spilled. after all it doesn't take much, it's Magical.
Reindeer Food Poem
The big day is coming,
Santa's on his way
His reindeer are busy pulling the sleigh
their going to be hungry,
so give them a treat,
sprinkle this reindeer food on the front lawn
foCandy Cane Reindeer
A holiday ornament you can eat!
candy canes 
brown pipe cleaners 
small pom-poms 
plastic eyes 
glue 
ribbon 
scissors 
Keep plastic on your candy canes.  Twist pipe cleaners around top of candy cane to form reindeer antlers.  Glue on plastic eyes and a pom-pom for the nose. Tie on a ribbon.r them to eat!

Reindeer Faces
1 slice bread
peanut butter
4 mini pretzels
4 raisins
2 mini marshmallows, maraschino cherries or red-hot cinnamon candies
Cut bread in half from corner to corner, making two equal triangles.
Spread peanut butter over bread.
Decorate as follows:
Lay in front of you, point facing you and long side of triangle facing away from you.
Place one mini pretzel on each upper corner (the antlers); two raisins in the center of each slice (the eyes) and one mini marshmallow (or maraschino cherry or cinnamon candy if you are making Rudolphs) on the tip of each short point nearest you (the nose). Presto! Two reindeer faces looking back at you . . . simple enough for a preschooler to make, fast enough for a mom to make one each for a whole class, and nutritious enough to nourish even the most jaded kid on Christmas Day.

REINDEER PIN
You will need:
3 jigsaw puzzle pieces ( with knobs on either end
2 small wiggle eyes
1 small red pom pom
brown acrylic paint
craft glue
pinback

Paint puzzle pieces.  One will be the head and the other two 
will be glued on the back at an angle for the antlers. 
Glue wiggle eyes about 1/3 of the way down the head, and pom pom 
at the bottom knob for a nose.  Glue a pinback to the opposite side.

	DLTK's Chrismas for Kids
Rudolf Popsicle Stick Craft
This is a simple reindeer craft that even the youngest Christmas enthusiasts can make.  You can hang it on the tree as an ornament or attach it to a ribbon on a gift as a special decoration.
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Materials:
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	3 popsicle sticks
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	2 wiggle eyes (or white stickers)
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	1 small red pom pom (or red sticker)
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	craft tacky glue or white school glue


Instructions:
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	if doing this with a large group of children, you will want to make a sample for them to see or draw out how the popsicle sticks will look on a white board.
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	Optional:  Before you start assembling, you could have the children paint the popsicle sticks brown or color them brown with marker.  If you opt to paint, you'll need to let them dry before you start gluing it all together.
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	Glue the first two popsicle sticks in a V shape.
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	Glue the third popsicle stick to close the V and make a triangle, but do this about an inch down from the top so the tops of the V stick up (like antlers) and the sides of the third popsicle stick stick out (like ears).  See photo at the top of this page.
 

	[image: image14.png]



	Glue wiggly eyes onto either side of the V just under the third popsicle sticks (or stick on white stickers and color in a bit of black eyeball)
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	Glue a small red pom pom to the very tip of the V for the nose.  (or stick on a red sticker)
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	Let dry.
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	Optional:  Tie a piece of ribbon, wool or string to hang from the tree
 

	Enchanted Learning Software's
Paper Bag Reindeer Puppet
More Kinder Crafts 

You can make a very simple reindeer puppet using a small paper lunch bag. The antlers are made from handprints traced on construction paper. 


Supplies needed: 

	· Paper bags 

· Deep red (or another color) construction paper 

· Glue 

· Scissors 

· Markers or crayons 

· Optional - googly eyes 
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	Trace two hands on construction paper. Cut them out. These will be the reindeer's antlers.
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	Fold the two square edges of a paper bag under (at the dotted lines), to form the reindeer's head.
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	You now have the shape of the reindeer's head for the puppet.


