Notes and thoughts as you begin:

Since Beatrix Potter’s style of writing is so rich, all ages can benefit from a careful study of the language in these books.  To further that, two levels of dictation study are included with this study so that you can adapt the dictation to the ability of the child.  Beatrix Potter was a great naturalist and should be studied as such by older children as well as youngers.  There is MUCH nature study this time.  Don’t leave the older children out.  She is also an artist in her own right and picture study could proceed along traditional Charlotte Mason lines.  Some comparative studies are suggested as well.  Instead of studying one poet, we will study several poems with spring themes. Make good use of sketchbooks and watercolors to illustrate poetry, as well as poetry to accompany nature observations!  All poems can be found in Ferris’  Favorite Poems Old and New.  Bear in mind that the sixth week involves a party and a chance to show off what you’ve learned together.  Keep artwork and writing samples and anything you collect on nature hikes with this in mind.    I have allowed two weeks for each of the advanced readers.  The Redwall books are meaty and some children may find them challenging.  Other children will devour them and there are plenty in the series to keep them going for six weeks.

Week One:  Beatrix Potter








Literature:

The Story of Peter Rabbit,

The Story of Benjamin Bunny 

Independent Readers:  Stuart Little
Advanced Readers:  Redwall

Read Aloud:  The Wind in The Willows, chapters 1-6

Poet Study:  Learn “The Lamb” by William Blake

Language Arts:

· Peter Rabbit is a circle story.  Peter begins at home, goes on an adventure and returns home.  Draw a circle and segment it into pie-shaped wedges.  Begin at 12:00 and, moving clockwise, map the story as the child re-tells it.  You should move around the circle until you return home.  (Drawing the episodes is great, but you can write them too.).  Make a picture wheel for your lapbook (see the Gingerbread baby thread for an example).

·  Together, think of other circle stories (The Story About Ping, Where the Wild Things Are). Finally, help your child map his own circle story and then keyboard as he dictates it.

· Read about Beatrix Potter at the excellent website: www.peterrabbit.co.uk. The website is full of GREAT information. Will inspire many trails. Also has simple games and can be viewed in several languages. Tie in your foreign language studies to Beatrix Potter this month--learn words to do with animals, plants, etc
· Older children can research and prepare an illustrated report on the medicinal properties of herbs.

Have chamomile tea and currant buns before bedtime.

· Roots, Shoots, Buckets, and Boots: All the mini-gardens described in this book are wonderful. The lettuce garden planted in old rubber boots would be particularly appropriate for a Peter Rabbit study. Don’t forget the carrots!

· Sunflower Houses:  Here’s inspiration!  Read through this book and Roots, Shoots, Buckets, and Boots and come up with some great garden plans. 

· Plan your garden. Older children can draw to scale on centimeter grid paper.  Square Foot Gardening is a valuable reference. 

· Visit a nursery and/or seed store and get moving on that garden.

· Make a nice big salad for dinner. Currant buns would also be a fun treat--or fresh blackberries.

· Peter Rabbit was originally written as part of a letter sent to cheer up a sick child. Write a letter with a story and illustrations in it. (You can view Beatrix Potter’s original Peter Rabbit letter on the website mentioned above or in DK ‘s The Ultimate Guide to Peter Rabbit.)  

Handwriting and Language Study:  Studied Dictation:

Level 1:  Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cotton-tail, who were good little bunnies, went down the lane to gather blackberries.

Level 2:  Peter was most dreadfully frightened; he rushed all over the garden, for he had forgotten the way back to the gate.
Picture Study:  Choose your favorite illustration from the story and study it carefully.  Poster-sized prints are available at amazon.com.  Also, consider purchasing a Beatrix Potter calendar to use for picture study prints.

Nature Study:

· Read about rabbits; Visit a pet shop or friend’s house and meet some rabbits in person.

· On your nature walk, forage for wild edibles.  Acorn Pancakes, Dandelion Salad and 38 Other Recipes by Jean Craighead George will give you some ideas.

