Rainforests
Books to Read

The Umbrella

" 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0399242155/4reallearning



One Small Square in the Tropical Rainforest 
" 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0070580510/4reallearning



The Great Kapok Tree http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0152026142/4reallearning
In the Rainforest(The Magic School Bus) http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0439239605/4reallearning
Afternoon on the Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0679863729/4reallearning
The Magic Tree House Research Guide Rain Forests

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0375813551/4reallearning
A Walk in the Rainforest 
" 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1878265539/4reallearning



Nature’s Green Umbrella 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0688154115/4reallearning
Biography:  a missionary story

Read a biography of Jim Elliot

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1576581462/4reallearning
Reading for Mom:  Shadow of the Almighty:  The Life and Testimony of Jim Elliot by Elisabeth Elliot

 http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/006062213X/4reallearning
Picture Study:  Henri Rousseau

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vskrems-lerchenfeld.ac.at/kikuki/galerie/henri_rousseau_traumgarten.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.vskrems-lerchenfeld.ac.at/projekt_kikuki04.htm&h=400&w=502&sz=53&tbnid=BPQZJbmzgL0J:&tbnh=101&tbnw=126&start=5&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dhenri%2Brousseau%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8
Web resources for Mom:

Excellent resource for rainforest images:

http://www.accessexcellence.org/LC/TL/sly/imagindex.html
Website with more ideas:

http://www.uhigh.lsu.edu/faculty/afont-wb/11-04/Animals/Tropical%20Rainforests%20Research%20Links%20for%20Students.htm
Language Arts

Copywork:  copy each of the little essays on the last page of The Magic School Bus onto a 3X5 card.  Reduce the picture on the inside cover of the umbrella to 3X5.  Glue onto a 3X5 card.  Take all the copy work and tape the cards together so they can fold into an accordion book with the picture on the cover.

Write a snake poem http://www.abcteach.com/RainforestFacts/snake.htm
Make a collection of poems about rainforest animals and plants and illustrate the booklet.

Write a journal entry for a rainforest animal of your choice.

History, Geography, and Culture

· Create a political cartoon regarding a rainforest issue.

· Read about rainforest people http://www.christiananswers.net/kids/rainforest/home.html[This site has lots of information on life in the Amazon.  Again, how to present the info?]
· Glue the rainforest map of the world that is inside The Great Kapok Tree into the middle of the square fold with the triangles all meeting in the middle (books not handy). Label the triangles:  continents, equator, countries, climate.  Inside the flap write facts about each category
Art

· Make a collage of rainforest products we use here in the US.
· Draw with Chunkey at 
http://www.chunkymonkey.com/rainforest/rainforest.htm
· Take apart the Dover sticker book.  Stick animals where you want them onto the cover and then paste the cover into the lapbook.
Critical Thinking

Venn Diagram  mini-book:

· Make a Venn diagram comparing 2 rainforests from different continents (ie Australian and Amazonian)

· Make a Venn diagram comparing your environment to the rainforest setting.

· Make a Venn diagram comparing Tropical rainforest and mid-latitude deciduous forest comparisons: plants, herbs, birds and mammals 

Science

· Read about rainforest plants in the books above and at http://mbgnet.mobot.org/sets/rforest/plants/index.htm
· Using the small photos at the back of the One Small Square book, make small matchbooks with the picture on the front and the name inside.
· Make a large pocket that looks like Jan Brett’s Umbrella.  Using the images on www.janbrett.com, print all the rainforest animals introduced in the umbrella.  Cut and color them (just print in the size to fit in your pocket, not mural size).  Then, on the reverse, write five fast facts about the animal.
· Visit the Baltimore Aquarium.  The third floor is the rainforest.  Print pictures and get acquainted with specifics beforehand http://www.aqua.org/animals_bluepoisondartfrog.html
· Draw a picture of the rainforest on a piece of paper folded vertically.  Represent the canopy layer, the understory layer, the herbaceous layer and the forest floor.  Cut at each layer and open the flap; under each flap write a narration about that layer. [There is a graphic for this in the Evan-Moor science book.  I used the picture in The Great Kapok Tree]
· Canopy layer: bromeliads and canopy animals

· Understory layer:  useful plants of the understory bamboo and palm

· the herbaceous layer: house plants from the rainforest 

· the forest floor:  soil nutrients, leaching and recycling

Points to Ponder for Older children:
Make a four flap shutter book detailing the four causes of rainforest deforestation:

1. Population pressure and land distribution problems 

2. Logging 

3. Agriculture: crops and ranching 

4. Drug production

Make another shutter fold book detailing effects of Tropical Rainforest Deforestation

1. Loss of biodiversity

a. ethical implications 

b. practical implications (e.g. medicinal plants)

2. Soil erosion, sedimentation, and flooding. 

3. Weather pattern changes.

a. rainfall 

b. global warming

4. Loss of cultural diversity.

a. Loss of indigenous plant knowledge. 

b. Ethical implications of indigenous cultural destruction.

