Notes on:
Designing a Living Curriculum

First Annual Conference on Education 
June 2 – 4, 2005 at Gardner-Webb University, Boiling Springs, NC
Charlotte Mason International Institute for Educational Research and Study, Inc. (http://www.cme3t.org/index.html) 
Overview:


About 25 percent of participants were school administrators (either current or future CM-style schools) while 75 percent were homeschoolers, primarily using Ambleside Online (http://amblesideonline.org/) as their “curriculum”.  Total participants was about 100.

This is the “first annual” and there are plans to hold this at Gardner-Webb University to keep costs low – for instance, I came up on Thursday, June 2nd and stayed through Saturday, June 4th and the total cost was $135 (including a dorm room and cafeteria meals for all days).  


The organizers include the founders of CME3T (homeschooling moms) and Dr. J. Carroll Smith, asst professor of education at Gardner-Webb.  All have many years experience with studying and implementing CM philosophy in homes, co-ops, study groups and schools.  The objective was to bring together all those interested in CM from a school or homeschool perspective, in order to network and learn from each other how to implement CM’s work.  


Each of these talks is available on tape or cd from Sound Word (http://www.soundword.com/recent-conferences.html) – just click on “Charlotte Mason 2005” and then each individual speaker.
Plenary Sessions:

· The Real Charlotte Mason, given by Dr. John Thorley (retired headmastser of CM College in England and currently archivist for the CM papers at the ARMIT near Ambleside, England). Summary:  through research, he has found that CM is not the genteel Victorian woman as many think.  She had a tough growing up period – she and her parents moved frequently – and she was orphaned at 16 with little (or possibly, no) money.  She worked on a teaching degree for only one year (2 years was the program for a “credential”), but was able to become a headmistress of a school almost imemdiately.  She did eventually obtain her degree, working on it part-time.  So she was a fairly “scrappy” type of woman who believed strongly in what she was doing and made sure she was able to do it.  A very remakable woman!
· Curriculum and World Views, given by Dr. J. Carroll Smith (assistant professor of education at Gardner-Webb University; had studied CM for 20 years and wrote his dissertation on the educational philosophy of CM).  Summary:  CM had a personalist view of curriculum – all is learning, whether you’re in the classroom or out BUT her curriculum is well-designed and structured (NOT unschooling) but also allows for some “masterly inactivity”.  Testing should be open-ended questions for knowledge with anecdotal “report cards” with ideas on how to help them along; these reports would be kept over time and added to as necessary.  She is reported to have said “a question that can be reduced to multiple choice is not worth asking”.
· Eve Anderson Nature Study Lecture, given by Bobby Scott (headmaster over the five CM schools in Atlanta, GA); “Eve Anderson” was a retired CM PNEU school in England named Eden End who used to come over annually to help the CM schools here in the US get up and running – one of her favorite aspects of CM philosophy was the nature studies, walks and journals.  Summary:  Three parts of a nature study:  instructional walk where you are looking for a particular type of specimen (after having spent indoor time discussing) while pointing out other interesting things as you go and child should choose a specimen to bring back; dry-brush watercolor painting into the nature journal – drawing should be life-size and accuarate as the child’s skill-level can make it; proper, neat labeling of the specimen in the nature journal with explanatory notes, etc.  Nature Journals should be a work of art and kept year-to-year.  A set, organized place for signing picture, titling with common and scientific name, notes, date etc so each entry is the same. 
· A Charlotte Mason Curriculum, given my Dr. J. Carroll Smith  Summary:  Curriculum is focussed on the child as a person, created in the image of God.  Elements of personhood are:  sense of self; dominion over God’s creation; need to communicate is innate, creativity, beauty, relational triune God with a link to us, moral character, glory of God through great deeds by man, transcendent God and must have knowledge of.
· What Did CM Say About Curriculum, given by Dr. J. Carroll Smith  Summary:  History is pivot to all else and should be done chronologically.  Basic curriculum should be broad; student-centered (never put something in front of child that they can’t do well – age or skill-level appropriate); point out relationships between subjects (but not contrived or overdone); create an intimacy with people, places, etc; curriculum should be deep – a bit more each day after short review of where we left off last time (review done by student).  20-30 minute maximum on any lesson.
Break-out Sessions:

Friday 10:30-11:45 a.m.

· Literature and Poetry (Megan Hoyt) – why so important in a CM curriculum; what makes a great piece of prose or poetry
· Historical Connections (Deborah Miller) – overview of how history studied through the ages then how CM did (using PNEU form – or grade – separation).
· Art Appreciation (Amber Benton)– how to select and study art for beauty and enjoyment as well as learning
· Solfa (aka, Solfege), given by Carol Lillard, Assistant Director of the Boys’ and Girls’ Choir of St. Peter’s (a community-wide project in Charlotte, NC).  Way to teach music to children by starting out with vocal only – teaching them to sing using symbols and hand signals.
· Sensory Integration (Kenna Colley) – how to cpaitalize on the unique and special learning needs of children
· Creating Charter Schools (Joseph Maimone) – how to start a public charter school
Friday, 1:00-2:15 p.m.

· Grammar/Composition (J. Carroll Smith) – learn how to teach through the use of much reading and copywork
· Composer/Music Appreciation (Megan Hoyt) – how-to do a unit study using Mendelssohn’s work as an example
· Architecture (Deborah Miller) – how architecture should be incorporated into curriculum as a “hook” for other subjects; how CM taught architecture
· Recitation (Bonnie Buckingham) – how to teach kids to recite and memorize for the love of the language; diction and format as well as expression to learn to love the words
· Living Books (Ginnie Wilcox) – how to define a living book, how to find them, test them, use them to teach
· CM with LD Kids (Cheri Hedden) – how to apply CM’s philosophy to special needs children
Saturday, 10:00-11:00 a.m.

· Shakespeare (Megan Hoyt) – how to love Shakespeare’s work and teach the kids to love through active recitation with emotion and a bit of “hamming it up”
· Mathematics (Amber Benton) – a review of the philosophy behind math, its growth from concrete to abstract, using algebra  as an example
· Spelling vs Studied Dictation (Cheri Hedden) – teach children to spell using studied dictation rather than lists of spelling words; contextual understanding to aid the process of memory work.
Saturday, 1:30-2:30 p.m.

· Grammar/Composition (repeat)

· Recitation (repeat)

· Handcrafts (Lisa Cadora and Elizabeth Stewart) – learn about the beauty of handcrafts and how to bring into a CM-style curriculum.
DISCLAIMER:  This is a very brief summary of the talks given at the conference.  If you’d like more details or information, please email me at stathanasius@charter.net and I’ll see if I can answer (or find someone who can).

