Ancient Greece

Week Four —Level 1
Breakfast Bible Reading:  Listen to a story a day from DK Illustrated Family Bible or the New Catholic Picture Bible by Fr. Lawrence Lovasik

Scripture Memory Verse:  These are set to music on “Hide ‘Em in Your Heart” Volume 1 by Steve Green

Romans 12:21  “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
Saints’ Read Aloud: Once Upon a Time Saints by Ethel Pochocki 

	Monday
	Elizabeth of Portugal

	Tuesday
	Felix

	Wednesday
	Genevieve

	Thursday
	Hubert


Narration:

Each day, child will narrate  the saints selection while Mom keyboards.  Then, she’ll illustrate.  Save and collect these into a personal book.  If the child is able, use the narration daily for reading practice.  If you have several children at the stage where narration must be oral, alternate days when you record for each child.

Literature: D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.  The parent should read the selection aloud. (Note:  please take the time to explain, on the very first day, that myths are fiction.  Read “in Olden Times” from D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths aloud to all the children and be very clear in explaining what is Truth and what is myth.) The child should narrate orally but it is not necessary to keyboard these as well as the above.

For the very youngest:  If D’Aulaire’s book is too difficult for your child to narrate, limit her narrating to the fables and look for other picture book versions of fables.  Have her narrate and draw pictures to go with the fables.  To introduce myths to the youngest children, Aliki’s book, The Gods of Olympus, has beautiful pictures.  Use it to introduce the myths that are in D’Aulaire’s book. The pictures are beautiful and well worth allowing time for all children to copy. Encourage even the youngest children to listen as you read D’Aulaire’s and other read alouds to older children

Fable Read Aloud: Aesop for Children by Milo Winter

	Monday
	The Bundle of Sticks

	Tuesday
	The Wolf and the Crane

	Wednesday
	The Ass and His Diver

	Thursday
	The Oxen and the Wheels


	Monday
	· The child will listen to  “Pandora” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will listen to The Story of the World (Bauer) Chapters 24.

	Tuesday
	· The child will listen to  “Deucalion” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will listen to The Story of the World (Bauer) Chapter 25.

·  Make coins using Sculpey clay.  Use toothpicks to etch designs.  

	Wednesday:


	· The child will listen to  “Eos” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will listen to  The Story of the World (Bauer) Chapters 25.

· This is a great time of year for prisms.  Autumn light fills our homes.  Make the mobile described on page 103 of Archimedes and the Door of Science, using small prisms.

	Thursday
	· The child will listen to  “Helios and Phaethon” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· Make (and eat) a Greek feast:  spanakopita, artichokes, asparagus, roasted chicken, rice wrapped in grape leaves, baklava, hummus


Reading Practice

Pre-readers:  Play with word tiles from phonics work.  Work through Alphaphonics at a reasonable pace.  This usually does not mean one lesson a day, every day.  Watch your child and slow down when necessary.  For some children, supplementation with Explode the Code will be helpful. Spend a few minutes every day choral reading nursery rhymes.  Further explanations and suggestions for phonics and early reading can be found in Real Learning:  Education in the Heart of the Home (Foss).

Beginners:  The Beginner’s Bible
Read The Beginner’s Bible (Karyn Henley) with your child.  Read one story a day.  After reading, the child should dictate the story for you to type and print.  She can illustrate.  These pages should be saved into a notebook and used frequently for reading practice.  In the beginning, the parent will probably be reading the stories in the book to the child.  Over time, the child will read it herself.  When you reach the end of the book, begin again.  The second time around, the child will most likely be reading the stories.

Advanced Beginners:  Child and parent read aloud Aesop for Children or D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths every day.  If these are too challenging, have the child read from a clean, corrected, typewritten copy of his own narration of fables or myths.

Read Aloud:  Alexander the Great:  The Legend of a Warrior King (Chrisp) DK

Handwriting and Phonics for Beginners:

	Monday
	Copy the rime studied in today’s Alphaphonics lesson onto handwriting paper, learn the sound, combine with onsets to make words, play with word family tiles.

	Tuesday
	Copy five or more words from one of this weeks’ lists of words, play with word family tiles

	Wednesday
	Same as Tuesday, play with word family tiles

	Thursday
	Try to write dictated words from Tuesday’s list from memory, play with word family tiles.

	Friday
	Write dictated words from memory; add known words to word bank.


Copywork and Studied Dictation:  For advanced beginners

But there was one man on earth who had not turned evil.

	Monday
	Read carefully and copy

	Tuesday
	Copy again

	Wednesday
	Take dictation and correct

	Thursday
	Take dictation and correct

	Friday
	Take dictation and correct


Poet Study:  Robert Louis Stevenson

“My Shadow” Favorite Poems Old and New, p. 13

Picture Study:

	Monday
	Review Giotto by Mike Venezia

	Tuesday
	Study The Kiss of Judas and post in a conspicuous place

	Wednesday
	Discuss The Kiss of Judas without looking at the print, round robin style, beginning with the youngest child

	Thursday
	Copy the picture or give a detailed oral narration of it


Science and Nature Study:

	Monday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

Preserving Leaves
(modified from Victorian Family Celebrations by Sarah Ban Breathnach--back in print!) 
Select large branches when leaves have first turned color.  Split the stems of your branches about three inches from the bottom; stand them in a bucket of warm water for several hours.  If some of the leaves begin to curl, remove them.  Prepare a solution of glycerin and water by combining two parts water to one part glycerin.  Bring the solution to a boil, simmer gently for 10 minutes, and let sit until completely cooled.  Cut the bottom of your branches at a very sharp angle and stand your branches in the mixture, storing the container in a cool, dark place until all the glycerin mixture has been absorbed.  This will take about a week to 10 days.  When you first notice tiny beads of glycerin forming on the leaves, remove them form the solution, wipe down the leaves with a damp paper towel, and dry thoroughly.  They may last several seasons!

	Tuesday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals. 

	Wednesday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

	Thursday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

	Friday
	Hike day:  Go to a hiking site where you can observe changes of the seasons.  Visit there weekly if possible.  At this time of year, pay particular attention the wildflowers, the plants that have gone to seed, and the mushrooms. Make a seed chart.  Collect the following types of seeds:  Helicopters, hitchhikers, parachutists, delectables, floaters, missiles.  See The Kids’ Nature Book by Susan Milord. For a variation, sometime this month, hike at sunset.  Autumn sunsets are glorious.


Music:
	Monday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti.

	Tuesday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti.

	Wednesday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti.

	Thursday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti.

	Friday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti.


Tea Time Read Aloud:

Saint’s biography:  The Little Flower (Windeatt) and/or Saint Therese and the Roses (Homan).  Since Saint Therese’s feast day is so early in October, reading the biographies in September will bring meaning to the feast. 

The Hidden Power of Kindness:  Go slowly –very slowly—through this book, reading only one sub-headed section a day or so and discussing with your children.   The book is simple but profound.  If you have no children over six, substitute Our 24 Family Ways instead (there are a very few Protestant references which are not anti-Catholic but are inaccurate—just edit.)  Each day, conclude with a resolution based upon the reading and a prayer.

Ancient Greece

Week  Four —Level 2

Breakfast Bible Reading:  Read a story a day from DK Illustrated Family Bible or the New Catholic Picture Bible by Fr. Lawrence Lovasik

Scripture Memory Verse:  These are set to music on “Hide ‘Em in Your Heart” Volume 1 by Steve Green. 

Romans 12:21  “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
Fable Read Aloud: Aesop for Children by Milo Winter

	Monday
	The Bundle of Sticks

	Tuesday
	The Wolf and the Crane

	Wednesday
	The Ass and His Diver

	Thursday
	The Oxen and the Wheels


Saints’ Read Aloud: Once Upon a Time Saints by Ethel Pochocki 

	Monday
	Elizabeth of Portugal

	Tuesday
	Felix

	Wednesday
	Genevieve

	Thursday
	Hubert


Literature: D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.  The parent should read the selection aloud initially, followed by later readings done by the child. 

Narration:

Children will dictate narrations of the myths or the fables or saints stories narrations. (Note:  please take the time to explain, on the very first day, that myths are fiction.  Read “in Olden Times” from D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths aloud to all the children and be very clear in explaining what is Truth and what is myth.)
	Monday
	· The child will listen to and read  “Pandora” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will listen to The Story of the World (Bauer) Chapter 24. Children will dictate narrations and place in Book of Centuries.



	Tuesday
	· The child will listen to and read “Deucalion” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will listen to The Story of the World (Bauer) Chapter 25. Children will dictate narrations and place in Book of Centuries.

·  Make coins using Sculpey clay.  Use toothpicks to etch designs.  

	Wednesday:


	· The child will listen to and read “Eos” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths..

· This is a great time of year for prisms.  Autumn light fills our homes.  Make the mobile described on page 103 of Archimedes and the Door of Science, using small prisms.

	Thursday
	· The child will listen to and read “Helios and Phaethon” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· Make (and eat) a Greek feast:  spanakopita, artichokes, asparagus, roasted chicken, rice wrapped in grape leaves, baklava, hummus


Reading Practice

Readers: Child reads aloud Aesop for Children or D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths every day and reads Alexander the Great:  The Legend of a Warrior King (Chrisp) DK.  The DK books are also great read aloud opportunities because there is so much information to discuss.

Copywork and Studied Dictation:

Level 1:  But there was one man on earth who had not turned evil.

OR

Level 2:  Into the mind of this beautiful creature, Zeus put insatiable curiosity, and then he gave her a sealed jar and warned her never to open it.

	Monday
	Read carefully and copy

	Tuesday
	Copy again

	Wednesday
	Take dictation and correct

	Thursday
	Take dictation and correct

	Friday
	Take dictation and correct


Poet Study:  Robert Louis Stevenson

“My Shadow” Favorite Poems Old and New, p. 13

Copy, illustrate, memorize

Picture Study:
	Monday
	Review Giotto by Mike Venezia

	Tuesday
	Study The Kiss of Judas and post in a conspicuous place

	Wednesday
	Discuss The Kiss of Judas without looking at the print, round robin style, beginning with the youngest child

	Thursday
	Copy the picture or give a detailed oral narration of it


Science and Nature Study:

	Monday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

Preserving Leaves
(modified from Victorian Family Celebrations by Sarah Ban Breathnach--back in print!) 
Select large branches when leaves have first turned color.  Split the stems of your branches about three inches from the bottom; stand them in a bucket of warm water for several hours.  If some of the leaves begin to curl, remove them.  Prepare a solution of glycerin and water by combining two parts water to one part glycerin.  Bring the solution to a boil, simmer gently for 10 minutes, and let sit until completely cooled.  Cut the bottom of your branches at a very sharp angle and stand your branches in the mixture, storing the container in a cool, dark place until all the glycerin mixture has been absorbed.  This will take about a week to 10 days.  When you first notice tiny beads of glycerin forming on the leaves, remove them form the solution, wipe down the leaves with a damp paper towel, and dry thoroughly.  They may last several seasons!

	Tuesday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals. 

	Wednesday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

	Thursday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

	Friday
	Hike day:  Go to a hiking site where you can observe changes of the seasons.  Visit there weekly if possible.  At this time of year, pay particular attention the wildflowers, the plants that have gone to seed, and the mushrooms. Make a seed chart.  Collect the following types of seeds:  Helicopters, hitchhikers, parachutists, delectables, floaters, missiles.  See The Kids’ Nature Book by Susan Milord. For a variation, sometime this month, hike at sunset.  Autumn sunsets are glorious.


Music:
	Monday
	Listen to some of The Classical Child at the Opera

	Tuesday
	Listen to some of The Classical Child at the Opera

	Wednesday
	Listen to some of The Classical Child at the Opera

	Thursday
	Listen to some of The Classical Child at the Opera

	Friday
	Listen to some of The Classical Child at the Opera


Tea Time Read Aloud:

Saint’s biography: The Little Flower (Windeatt) and/or Saint Therese and the Roses (Homan).  Since Saint Therese’s feast day is so early in October, reading the biographies in September will bring meaning to the feast.

The Hidden Power of Kindness:  Go slowly –very slowly—through this book, reading only one sub-headed section a day or so and discussing with your children.   The book is simple but profound.  If you have no children over six, substitute Our 24 Family Ways instead (there are a very few Protestant references which are not anti-Catholic but are inaccurate—just edit.)  Each day, conclude with a resolution based upon the reading and a prayer.

Ancient Greece

Week Four—Level 3

Bible Reading:  Read a two page spread a day from DK Illustrated Family Bible. Write a written narration. 

Scripture Memory Verse:  These are set to music on “Hide ‘Em in Your Heart” Volume 1 by Steve 

Romans 12:21  “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Literature: D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.  The parent should read the selection.  Even though children are fully capable of reading the selection at this age, they need to hear  good literature read expressively. (Note:  please take the time to explain, on the very first day, that myths are fiction.  Read “in Olden Times” from D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths aloud to all the children and be very clear in explaining what is Truth and what is myth.)  These selections lend themselves well to IEW Structure and Style lessons or to narration practice.  Children who are adept at dictating narrations should begin to write them.

	Monday
	· The child will listen to and read  “Pandora” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will read Cultural Atlas For Young People:  Ancient Greece  (Powell) pages 66-69.   Child should dictate or write a narration and file in Book of Centuries.  

· Draw and label a “Mount Olympus Family Tree.”  Caption the picture of each member with a sentence.

	Tuesday
	· The child will listen to and read “Deucalion” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will read Cultural Atlas For Young People:  Ancient Greece  (Powell) pages 72-75.   Child should dictate or write a narration and file in Book of Centuries Make coins using Sculpey clay.  Use toothpicks to etch designs.  

	Wednesday:


	· The child will listen to and read “Eos” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will read Cultural Atlas For Young People:  Ancient Greece  (Powell) pages 76-81.   Child should dictate or write a narration and file in Book of Centuries

· This is a great time of year for prisms.  Autumn light fills our homes.  Make the mobile described on page 103 of Archimedes and the Door of Science, using small prisms.

	Thursday
	· The child will listen to and read “Helios and Phaethon” D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths.

· The child will read Cultural Atlas For Young People:  Ancient Greece  (Powell) pages 82-87.   Child should dictate or write a narration and file in Book of Centuries.

· Make (and eat) a Greek feast:  spanakopita, artichokes, asparagus, roasted chicken, rice wrapped in grape leaves, baklava, hummus

	Friday
	· The child will read Cultural Atlas For Young People:  Ancient Greece  (Powell)to the end.   Child should dictate or write a narration and file in Book of Centuries.


Readers:  Famous Men of Greece (Greenleaf Press) Chapter 25-end.  Child will dictate or write a narration after each chapter.

The Children’s Homer (Colum) or The Odyssey by Odds Bodkin (an audio recording that is too intense for younger children and includes a fleeting reference to Odysseus sharing Circe’s bed.  This CD is extremely well-produced and very memorable, a great option who are mature enough to for the story but not strong enough readers for the Colum version.)  Both version lend themselves well to narration.

And/or

The Wanderings of Odysseus:  The Story of the Odyssey (Sutcliff).  (This version does contain pictures of bare-breasted women.)

Read Aloud:  Alexander the Great:  The Legend of a Warrior King (Chrisp) DK
Copywork and Studied Dictation: 

Pandora was modeled by Hephaestus in the likeness of Aphrodite.  He carved her out of a block of white marble, made her lips of red rubies and her eyes of sparking sapphires.  Athena breathed life into her and dressed her in elegant garments.  Aphrodite decked her with jewels and fixed her mouth in a winning smile.  Into the mind of this beautiful creature, Zeus put insatiable curiosity, and then he gave her a sealed jar and warned her never to open it.

	Monday
	Read carefully and copy

	Tuesday
	Copy again

	Wednesday
	Take dictation and correct

	Thursday
	Take dictation and correct

	Friday
	Take dictation and correct


Institute for Excellence in Writing:  Style and Structure Lesson:

Since children should progress through this program at their own rates, it is strongly encouraged that the parent purchase the seminar videos and design a tailored course of study for her child(ren).  D’Aularies’ selections, Aesop’s Fables, and Cultural Atlas For Young People:  Ancient Greece  lend themselves well to this course.

Latin:  Latina Christiana Chapter 4

Poet Study:  Robert Louis Stevenson

“My Shadow” Favorite Poems Old and New, p. 13

Copy, illustrate, memorize

Picture Study:

	Monday
	Review Giotto by Mike Venezia

	Tuesday
	Study The Kiss of Judas and post in a conspicuous place

	Wednesday
	Discuss The Kiss of Judas without looking at the print, round robin style, beginning with the youngest child

	Thursday
	Copy the picture or give a detailed oral narration of it


Science and Nature Study:

	Monday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

Preserving Leaves
(modified from Victorian Family Celebrations by Sarah Ban Breathnach--back in print!) 
Select large branches when leaves have first turned color.  Split the stems of your branches about three inches from the bottom; stand them in a bucket of warm water for several hours.  If some of the leaves begin to curl, remove them.  Prepare a solution of glycerin and water by combining two parts water to one part glycerin.  Bring the solution to a boil, simmer gently for 10 minutes, and let sit until completely cooled.  Cut the bottom of your branches at a very sharp angle and stand your branches in the mixture, storing the container in a cool, dark place until all the glycerin mixture has been absorbed.  This will take about a week to 10 days.  When you first notice tiny beads of glycerin forming on the leaves, remove them form the solution, wipe down the leaves with a damp paper towel, and dry thoroughly.  They may last several seasons!

	Tuesday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals. 

	Wednesday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

	Thursday
	Go outside and record observations in immediate environment, including weather, plants and animals.

	Friday
	Hike day:  Go to a hiking site where you can observe changes of the seasons.  Visit there weekly if possible.  At this time of year, pay particular attention the wildflowers, the plants that have gone to seed, and the mushrooms. Make a seed chart.  Collect the following types of seeds:  Helicopters, hitchhikers, parachutists, delectables, floaters, missiles.  See The Kids’ Nature Book by Susan Milord. For a variation, sometime this month, hike at sunset.  Autumn sunsets are glorious.


Music:
	Monday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti. 

	Tuesday
	Listen to some of M4 Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti. 

	Wednesday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti. 

	Thursday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti.

Write a narration of the History of Opera. 

Read about Rimsky-Korsakov’s, “Christmas Eve”, in The Barefoot Book of Stories from the Opera (Husain). Narrate.

	Friday
	Listen to some of My Favorite Opera for Children by Luciano Pavarotti.


Tea Time Read Aloud:

Saint’s biography: The Little Flower (Windeatt) and/or Saint Therese and the Roses (Homan).  Since Saint Therese’s feast day is so early in October, reading the biographies in September will bring meaning to the feast.

The Hidden Power of Kindness:  Go slowly –very slowly—through this book, reading only one sub-headed section a day or so and discussing with your children.   The book is simple but profound.  If you have no children over six, substitute Our 24 Family Ways instead (there are a very few Protestant references which are not anti-Catholic but are inaccurate—just edit.)  Each day, conclude with a resolution based upon the reading and a prayer.
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