Southeast Asia Earthquake, Tsunami, and Emergency Relief Efforts

Learning about Indonesia and tsunamis was not in our home education plans for this year.  Yet all that changed when my husband, Dave, accepted a volunteer tour of duty to help bring relief efforts to tsunami victims in Banda Aceh Indonesia.  Below are links that I have gathered to help me and our children to better understand where dad is and why he is there.  The links with one star (*) are directly related to dad and his work as a Commission Corp. Officer with the United States Public Health Service.  He is stationed on the USNS Mercy and provides mental health expertise as a Clinical Psychologist.  The links with two stars (**) are those that I feel give clear, direct, quick, and child-sized tsunami information.  There are other more sophisticated graphs, photos, and slideshows available but I found many of them to be too graphic or sensationalized.  General links are at the bottom.  As the parent, please check out links prior to viewing with your children.

Thank you for holding all who have been affected by this natural disaster in prayer.

God bless,

Angie McIntyre in Apache Junction, AZ  February 15, 2005

Southeast Asia Earthquake and Tsunami Map:

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/LDOK-68XTNQ?OpenDocument
Indian Ocean Earthquake Tsunami Emergency Report
http://www.coe-dmha.org/tsunami.htm
*Click on top right graphic to see animation of Tsunami

**Also click on update to read about relief efforts.  Here is a clip about contributions from the US:

       The USS Abraham Lincoln has already left Indonesian waters, however, some 5,000 US military personnel remain deployed in Indonesia, mostly offshore. Amphibious assault ship USS Essex will remain. Navy hospital ship Mercy has 1,000 bed capacity. US Navy has turned operations over to the group Project Hope. (Feb-3, Pentagon) Mercy has deployed two teams in Banda Aceh region: One team in Lamno and the other at the University Hospital in Banda Aceh. (Feb-10, US Embassy) The US Agency for International Development (USAID) has provided more than US$1.1 million for the implementation of cash-for-work programs. (Jan-24, US Embassy Jakarta) A US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) team under WHO will support the Indonesian Ministry of Health in conducting health facilities assessment. 

**Before and after picture of Banda Aceh where Dave is working:

http://homepage.mac.com/demark/tsunami/2.html
*Dave is part of the Public Health Service team with expertise in mental health.  He was part of the mental health outreach planning that included WHO as well as UNICEF, local officials and others.  Here’s a clip from WHO:

“Tsunami-affected countries have transitioned from emergency relief work towards more rehabilitation and reconstruction work.  Mental health remains a concern; WHO is working with governments for appropriate medical and psychosocial responses…. In Banda Aceh, WHO has established a Planning and Management Support Unit to assist the provincial health authorities in rehabilitation work.”

http://w3.whosea.org/EN/Section23/Section1108/Section1835/Section1862_8751.htm
*Photos from U.S. Pacific Command on February 16, 2005:
http://www.pacom.mil/special/0412asia/photos.shtml
*Under the Photo heading, photos 8 and 11 show the USNS Mercy where Dave is stationed.  Photo13 shows the helicopters that he flies in to work on shore.  Photo 16 shows temporary housing in Banda Aceh.

**Graphic showing the difference between tsunami and wind blown waves:

http://www.ess.washington.edu/tsunami/images/tsulg.jpg
**Activity to for children to understand how a tsunami is formed:

http://www.treasureboxpress.com/tsunamiactivity.pdf
Tsunami Study for Intermediate Students:

http://www.parlo.com/en/teachers/lessonplans/tsunaeng_1.asp
Additional student related links:

http://www.riverdeep.net/current/classroom_flyer/archive/art20050107.jhtml
http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/science/earth_sciences/tsunamis/
